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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



May, 



thunders, or as the voice of harpers harping upon their 
harps; and then will follow the angel song, "Glory to 
God in the Highest, and on Earth Peace to Men." 

Syracuse, New York. 



Protests Against War With Mexico. 

Many strong protests and resolutions deploring the 
Mexican situation by organizations of every character 
have been sent in to the President, the Senators, and 
others. Prom among those which have been passed by 
our peace societies the following have been selected as 
illustrative of the feeling everywhere prevalent in re- 
gard to the present crisis : 

The executive committee of the Washington (D. C.) 
Peace Society held a meeting on April 24, and passed 
these resolutions : 

"The Washington Peace Society desires to convey to Presi- 
dent Wilson and to the members of his Cabinet and his ad- 
visers the assurance of deep sympathy and appreciation of 
his and their efforts to avert war. 

"It cherishes the hope that, even in the face of the exist- 
ing crisis, a way may yet be found by which, with honor, 
the Government of the United States and the people of the 
sister republic of Mexico may so adjust their differences 
that mutual confidence may be re-established and the two 
nations live in peace. 

"It is the belief of the society that the people of the 
United States desire no additions to their territory, nor do 
they desire to exercise power over any other territory than 
their own. 

"The Washington Peace Society calls upon all who share 
the foregoing sentiments to give expression thereto, thereby 
sustaining the President in his difficult task and conveying 
a friendly assurance of good will to the citizens of our 
sister republic." 

The Buffalo Peace and Arbitration Society held its 
annual meeting April 24, and, after earnest discussion, 
voted to send the following resolutions to the President 
and the Senators from New! York : 

"In the full confidence that the President of the United 
States is actuated by the highest motives and an ardent 
desire for peace, we express the hope that he and Congress 
may be able to bring about a peaceful solution of the present 
difficulties with Mexico, and we note with much approval 
the President's statement that no further invasion or ag- 
gression against Mexico will be permitted unless rendered 
necessary. 

"We respectfully urge that no further steps be taken in- 
volving war until those countries which have large interests 
in Mexico shall have been invited to join with us in de- 
manding protection of life and property and respect for 
treaty rights. 

"If intervention should become necessary, it should be by 
the joint action of such countries together with the United 
States, and with the express agreement and declaration 
that in no event will any territory be taken from Mexico by 
all or any of said powers. China furnishes a precedent" 

At a public meeting held in the Y. M. C. A. audi- 
torium, Chicago, April 27, at which addresses were 
made by Jane Addams, Miss S. P. Breckinridge, Justice 
Edward 0. Brown, Hon. William J. Calhoun, Dr. Jen- 
kin Lloyd Jones, Prof. J. Lawrence Laughlin, Prof. 
Shailer Mathews, Mrs. Catherine Waugh McCullough, 
Prof. A. C. McLaughlin, Eev. P. J. O'Callaghan, Eabbi 
Joseph Stolz, Prof. James H. Tufts, and Charles E. 
Beals, the following was adopted : 

"This meeting rejoices in the tender and acceptance of 
mediation. It assumes that military and naval operations 



will be halted during negotiations, and confidently expects 
peaceful settlement of the Mexican question. It would pro- 
foundly lament if our beloved nation should be stampeded 
by war-making interests into further lapse from civilization 
entailing needless and wicked sacrifice of human lives." 

Charles E. Beals, 

Secretary. 

At a stirring mass meeting of over two thousand per- 
sons, held in Cooper Union, New York, on April 23, to 
express opposition to war with Mexico, there were a 
number of unusually strong addresses made. The meet- 
ing was arranged by a committee of leading women, 
among whom were Mrs. Robert Bruere, Mrs. Henry Vil- 
lard, Mrs. Charlotte Perkins Gilman, and Mrs. Florence 
Kelley. A letter was read from Mrs. Spencer Trask 
regretting that illness kept her from the meeting, and 
saying that — 

"After the statesmanlike policy of peace that preceded this 
crisis war would be the more terrible, because in the minds 
of the unthinking it would confuse moral issues and ethical 
standards. 

"There is no war that is more to be condemned, more to 
be deplored, than the war which the President has so graphi- 
cally described in his brilliant account of the war of 1812 
as 'a war of arms, brought on by a programme of peace.' " 

The following was unanimously adopted : 

"Since time began women have been devoting their best 
efforts to the saving of human life. It is eminently fitting 
that at this crucial time in our history we should protest in 
burning words against the tragic folly of involving this 
country in war with Mexico. 

"Therefore this mass meeting of women assembled in 
Cooper Union, on April 23, 1914, call upon the President to 
put the noble words he has uttered in the past into deeds. 
We ask him immediately to withdraw our troops from 
Mexico, and thus, with true courage and the finest sense of 
honor, repair the harm already done." 

The Massachusetts Federation of Churches expressed 
its sentiments as follows at a meeting of the committee 
on April 22 : 

"The Massachusetts Federation of Churches, believing 
that it speaks for the great body of the Christian people of 
Massachusetts, solemnly protests against a war with the 
Mexican people. Our churches believe that in whatever may 
be done in behalf of order in Mexico there should be no 
thought of aggression or selfish aggrandizement. They de- 
sire such policies as shall circumscribe to the utmost the 
exercise of force and shall advance the friendly and rational 
settlement of the present crisis. The United States, even 
under great provocation, must not forget its obligations as 
a leader in the sacred cause of international peace." 

The following was sent to Massachusetts Congress- 
men, signed by Mrs. Geo. W. Perkins and the directors 
of the Massachusetts Federation of Women's Clubs : 

"Gentlemen : We once engaged in a Mexican war, which 
General Grant, who fought in it, declared 'one of the most 
unjust wars ever fought by a stronger against a weaker 
nation.' Perhaps it may be too late to prevent another 
war, but a still greater disaster than war — annexation — can 
be prevented. 

"Representing a body of 60,000 families among your con- 
stituents, we beg that, just as the Teller resolution before 
the Spanish war saved us from annexation of a resentful 
Cuba, so Congress today, by explicit endorsement of Presi- 
dent Wilson's noble word at Mobile that we would 'never 
seek a foot of land by conquest,' may enable us to maintain 
our own self-respect and assure suspicious Latin America 
and the world that our motive is not robbery." 

"April 24, 1914." 



